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ZONING ORDINANCE - ROME TOWNSHIP
LENAWEE COUNTY, MICHIGAN

AN ORDINANCE to establish zoning districts and provisions governing Rome
Township, Lenawee County, Michigan, in accordance with the provisions of P.A. 110 of
2006; to provide for nonconforming uses, amendments, a Board of Appeals, and for the
administration of the Ordinance.

ARTICLE ONE - PURPOSE AND LIMITATIONS
Section 1.05 TITLE
This Ordinance shall be known as the Rome Township Zoning Ordinance.
Section 1.10 PURPOSE

The fundamental purpose of this Ordinance is to promote the public health, safety,
peace, morals, convenience and general welfare.

Section 1.15 SCOPE

Every building and structure erected, every use of any lot, building, or structure
established, every structural alteration or relocation of an existing building or structure
occurring, and every enlargement of or addition to an existing use, building, or structure
occurring after the effective date of this Ordinance shall be subject to all regulations of
this Ordinance, which are applicable in the zoning district in which such building,
structure, or lot is located.

To avoid undue hardship, nothing in this Ordinance shall be deemed to require a
change in the plans, construction, or designated use of any building or structure on
which actual construction was lawfully begun prior to the effective date of adoption or
amendment of this Ordinance, provided that construction shall be completed within
three hundred sixty-five (365) days of such effective date and be subject thereafter to
the provisions of this Ordinance. The adoption of this Ordinance shall not limit the
construction of any building or structure for which a certificate of approval had been
obtained prior to the effective date of adoption or amendment of this Ordinance even
though such building or structure does not conform to the provisions of this Ordinance,
provided that work shall commence and be carried on within thirty (30) days of obtaining
such permit and be subject thereafter to the provisions of this Ordinance.

The lawful use of any buildings or structures and of any land or premise existing prior to
the effective date of this Ordinance may be continued. No non-conforming use of any
building, structure or any land or premise shall be undertaken following the effective
date of the Ordinance. Non-conforming uses may be extended by not more than twenty
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percent of the area utilized by such nonconforming use at the effective date of this
Ordinance and one non-conforming use may be substituted in place of another non-
conforming use if such substitution results in a use of the same or a more restricted
classification under this Ordinance.

If the non-conforming use of any building, structure, land or premise is changed to a
conforming use, such use shall not hereafter be reverted to any non-conforming use.

If the nonconforming use of any building, structure, land or premise, or part thereof, is
abandoned for a continuous period of six (6) months, then any future use of said
building, structure, land or premise shall conform in its entirety, to the provisions of this
Ordinance. (eff. October 2, 1975)

When district boundaries shall hereafter be changed and the location of any non-
conforming use be shifted to another kind of district, then said non-conforming use may
be still continued subject to all other provisions of this section.

Section 1.20 CONFLICTING LAWS, ORDINANCES, REGULATIONS AND
RESTRICTIONS

In interpreting and applying the provisions of this Ordinance, the provisions shall be held
to be the minimum requirements adopted for promoting the public health, morals, safety
and general welfare. Whenever the requirements of this Ordinance are at variance with
the requirements of other lawfully adopted rules, regulations, or ordinances, or with
existing easements, covenants, or other agreements between parties, the requirements
imposing the higher standards shall govern.



ARTICLE TWO - ZONING DISTRICTS

Section 2.05 CLASSIFICATION OF DISTRICTS

To achieve the purposes set forth in the Preamble, Rome Township is hereby divided
into the following zoning districts:

Agricultural District, AG
Agricultural Estates, AE
Residential District, R-1
Residential District, R-2
Residential District, RM-1

Mobile Home Park Districts, RMH
Local Commercial District, C-1
General Commercial District, C-2
Industrial Districts, |

Section 2.10 LOCATION OF DISTRICTS

The location of said zoning districts are bounded and defined on a map entitled "Official
Zoning Map, Rome Township, Lenawee County, Michigan", which is hereby made a
part of this Ordinance. The Official Zoning Map shall be identified by the signature of
the Township Supervisor attested by the Clerk. Unless otherwise clearly indicated, the
boundary lines of said districts shall be interpreted as following along section line or
customary division lines of sections such as quarter and eighth lines, or the center lines
of roads, highwaymen and waterways, or railroad right-of-way lines, or the boundary
lines of recorded plats or subdivisions, or property lines existent on the date of
enactment of this Ordinance and on record at the office of the County Register of
Deeds, or the projection of any said lines. All questions concerning the exact location of
any boundary line not clearly shown on the map shall be determined by the Zoning
Board of Appeals on written request, consistent with the purpose of this Ordinance. (eff.
August 7, 1975)



ARTICLE THREE - AGRICULTURAL DISTRICTS, AG
Section 3.05 PURPOSE

Although the predominant land uses in the Agricultural Districts, AG, are primarily
agricultural in character, and it is the intent of this Ordinance to conserve this character,
the provisions of this Article recognize the gradual increase in non-farm residence and
other developments taking place in the District, and the desirability of both protecting
existing developments and establishing desirable standards governing future
developments. Since various property uses are generally accepted as compatible with
agricultural and rural residential developments, if property integrated, the inclusion of
such uses is provided by special approval.

The following provisions shall apply to all Agricultural District, AG:
Section 3.10 PROPERTY USES

Except as provided by Section 1.15, the use of all land and premises, and the erection
and use of all buildings or structures shall hereafter be limited to the following:

A. Primary Uses (eff. October 2, 1975)

1. One-family dwellings

2. State-licensed residential facilities as defined in Section 15.135.

3. Farming or land areas of not less than five acres, including the raising,
harvesting, or maintaining of, but not limited to, all field crops, fruit, dairy, poultry,
pasture and domestic livestock, such as horses, cattle, goats, sheep or swine,
including farm ponds and farm forestry.

4. Sale of agricultural products raised or grown on premises including roadside
stands subject to documentation of all appropriate approvals shall be received
from applicable state and county road agencies.

5. Plant nurseries and greenhouses

6. All accessory farm buildings and structures customarily utilized in any permitted
farming operations,

7. Conservation and/or recreation, areas including forest preserves, game refuges,
nature reservations, hunt clubs, and similar areas of low intensity use.

8. Primary and secondary schools



9.

Churches and related religious buildings and facilities customarily incidental
thereto, but not including tents or other temporary structures.

10. Accessory buildings, structures and uses customarily incidental to any primary or

approved uses which do not alter the primary character of the district.

11.Uses and structures similar in nature to the above permitted uses and structures.

. Uses by Special Approval, as provided by Section 11.25: (eff. Oct, 2, 1975)

1.

Hospitals, clinics, sanitaria, convalescent homes, and similar facilities for human
care, but not including for the care of feeble-minded or of delinquent persons.

Veterinary services and hospitals, including kennels.

Migratory labor camps for use as temporary housing when limited to occupancy
to the season the occupants are employed in planting, harvesting or processing
crops or in other essential agriculturally-related activity, provided that no such
facility shall be located less than one thousand (1,000) feet from any dwelling.
Golf courses, driving ranges, gun clubs.

Personal landing strips.

Cemeteries.

. Community-center and publicly-owned buildings.

Agencies for sale of farm machinery, fertilizers and other farm supplies including
repair shops.

Group or organized camps, camping grounds, and general or specialized resorts,
travel trailer parks.

10.Riding academies and stables.

11.Sand and gravel pits, quarries.

12. Animal sales yards.

13.Sod farms.

14. Storage lot for unoccupied recreational vehicles (eff. December 1, 1977).

15.Home occupations/Cottage Industries as defined in Section 15.05.
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16. Two-family dwellings
17.Single-family dwellings incorporating the minimum lot area, lot width and frontage
requirements of the Agricultural Estates (AE) Zoning District as a Use by Special
Approval in the Agricultural (AG) Zoning District.
18.Communication towers.
Section 3.15 MINIMUM LOT AREA: DWELLINGS
Every one-family dwelling hereafter erected shall be located on a lot or premises not
less than two and one half (2-1/2) acres in area and having a lot width of not less than
two hundred and sixty four (264) feet and having frontage on a public street. Except for
site condominium developments, all lots shall have frontage on a public street.
(Amended December 1, 1977)

For all other uses, the minimum lot area shall be five (5) acres with a minimum lot width
of four hundred (400) feet.

Section 3.20 MINIMUM YARD REQUIREMENTS
A. Front Yards

The front line of every building hereafter erected shall be located not less than fifty
(50) feet from the right-of-way highway line.

B. Side Yards (eff. August 7, 1975)

1. Dwellings - Every dwelling hereafter erected shall have side yards on each side
not less than twenty-five (25) feet in width.

2. Buildings Other than Dwellings - Every building other than a dwelling hereafter
erected shall have side yards on each side not less than twenty-five (25) feet in
width.

C. Rear Yards

All buildings shall be set back a minimum of fifty (50) feet from the rear property line.
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Section 3.25 MINIMUM FLOOR AREA: DWELLINGS

Every dwelling hereafter erected shall contain not less than nine hundred (900) square
feet of floor area, outside measurement, exclusive of garages, breezeways, porches, or
basements. (eff. September 24, 1996)

Section 3.30 MAXIMUM BUILDING HEIGHT

No building shall be constructed to a height greater than thirty-five (35) feet.
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ARTICLE FOUR - AGRICULTURAL ESTATES DISTRICT, AE

Section 4.05 PURPOSE

The purpose of the Agricultural Estates (AE) District is to permit the development of
those lands in rural areas that may be generally less suitable for agricultural purposes
with uses and densities that preserve the rural nature of the area and discourage urban
sprawl.

Section 4.10 PROPERTY USES

Except as provided by Section 1.15, the use of all land and premises, and the erection
and use of all buildings or structures shall hereafter be limited to the following:

A. Primary Uses

1.

2.

5.

6.

One-family dwellings.
State-licensed residential facilities as defined in Section 15.135.

Churches and other buildings for religious worship and facilities customarily
incidental thereto but not including tents or other temporary structures.

Government or community buildings.
Accessory uses or structures.

Essential services, but not including warehouses, depots, buildings or towers.

B. Uses by Special Approval, as provided by Section 11.25.

1.

2.

Clinics, convalescent homes and similar facilities for human care.
Veterinary services and hospitals including kennels.
Golf courses, country clubs, driving ranges, gun clubs.
Cemeteries.
Home occupations/Cottage Industries as defined in Section 15.05.

Two-family dwellings.

. Public and private nursery schools or day care and primary and secondary

schools.
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8. General farming, farm dwellings, including nurseries and greenhouses provided
hereafter that any parcel of land in such use shall not be less than five (5) acres
in area and any building in which farm animals are kept shall be located not less
than seventy-five (75) feet from every lot line. The term "general farming" shall
include the keeping of not more than two (2) animals not generally considered a
domestic household pet, such as horses, cows, sheep, goats, buffalo, llamas,
pot-bellied pigs or other swine, ostriches or similar livestock or wildlife.

9. Bed and Breakfast Facility.
10. Cluster Development or Planned Unit Development.
Section 4.15 MINIMUM LOT AREA

Every building or use hereafter erected shall be located on a lot or premises not less
than two and one-half (2/1/2) acres in area and having a lot width of not less than two
hundred sixty-four (264) feet and having frontage on a public or private road. However,
if certified for conventional on-site septic system by the Lenawee County Health
Department, minimum lot area may be reduced to one (1) acre with a minimum lot width
of two hundred twenty (220) feet and having frontage on a public street.

In the case of a cluster development, planned unit development, platted subdivision
development or site condominium development proposed to be developed for a
minimum of four (4) single family residential dwellings and approved for on-site septic
disposal system by the Lenawee County Health Department, minimum lot width may be
further reduced to one hundred sixty-five (165) feet and frontage may be located on a
private street or road built to standards approved by the Township, recording of a
private road maintenance agreement approved by the Township and subject to
construction and performance bonds established by the Township. Any required open
space established in such a development shall be perpetually maintained in an
undeveloped state by means of a conservation easement, plat dedication, restrictive
covenant or other legal means that runs with the land.

Section 4.20 MINIMUM YARD REQUIREMENTS
A. Front Yards

The front line of every building hereafter erected shall be located not less than thirty-
five (35) feet from the right-of-way highway line.
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B. Side Yards

Dwellings - Every dwelling hereafter erected shall have side yards on each side not
less than twenty-five (25) feet in width.

Buildings other than dwellings - Every building other than a dwelling hereafter
erected shall have side yards on each side not less than twenty-five (25) feet in
width.

C. Rear Yards

All buildings shall be set back a minimum of thirty-five (35) feet from the rear
property line.

Section 4.25 MINIMUM FLOOR AREA: DWELLINGS

Every dwelling hereafter erected shall contain not less than nine hundred (900) square
feet of floor area, outside measurement, exclusive of garages, breezeways, porches or
basements.

Section 4.30 MAXIMUM BUILDING HEIGHT

No Building shall be constructed to a height greater than thirty-five (35) feet.
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ARTICLE FIVE - RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS, R
The following provisions shall apply to all Residential Districts, R:
Section 5.05 PURPOSE

The purpose of creating Residential Districts, R, is to provide areas primarily dedicated
to residential use, with each dwelling located on an individual lot or premises adequate
in size to limit spread of fires, and provide for safe water supplies and safe sewage
disposal facilities, and set back from the public thoroughfare to provide safe exit from
and entrance to the premises.

Each district is established in conformity with existing developments, including areas in
which it appears desirable that such developments presently take place. Since certain
property uses are generally accepted as compatible with residential developments, if
properly integrated, the inclusion of such uses is provided by special approval.

Section 5.10 PROPERTY USES

Except as provided by Section 1.15 the use of all land and premises, and the erection
and use of all buildings and structures shall hereafter be limited to the following:

A. Primary Uses (eff. October 2, 1975)
1. One-family dwellings.
2 State-licensed residential facilities as defined in Section15.135.

3. Publicly-owned and operated parks, playgrounds, and recreational facilities,
libraries, museums.

4. Primary and secondary schools.

5. Keeping of household pets, provided that no more than three (3) dogs of four (4)
months of age shall be kept and provided further that no such animals shall
include domestic animals such as horses, cattle, goats, sheep or swine. Poultry
adequate to meet ordinary household food needs may be kept, provided they are
suitably confined and enclosed, and maintained under good sanitary standards.
No animals raised or maintained under good sanitary standards shall be
operated on a commercial basis, nor constitute a nuisance or health hazard to
neighboring properties by reason of noise, odor, sanitary conditions, or
trespass.

6. Accessory buildings, structures and uses customarily incidental to any primary or
approved uses which do not alter the primary character of the district.
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7. Uses and structures similar in nature to the above permitted uses and structures.
B. Uses by Special Approval, as provided by Section 11.25 (eff. Oct. 2, 1975)

1. Convalescent homes, adult foster care homes, hospitals, sanitariums,
orphanages, housing for the elderly (as a planned development).

2. Nursery schools.
3. Cemeteries.

4. Churches and related religious buildings and facilities customarily incidental
thereto, but not including tents or other temporary structures.

5. Golf courses.
6. Home occupations/Cottage Industries as defined in Section 15.05.
Section 5.15 MINIMUM LOT AREA (eff. August 7, 1975)

In the R-1, Residential District, every one-family and two-family dwelling hereafter
erected shall be located on a lot or premises not less than one (1) acre in area and
having a lot width of not less than one hundred fifty (150) feet and having frontage on a
public or private road.

In the R-2, Residential District, every one-family dwelling hereafter erected shall be
located on a lot or premises not less than thirty-thousand (30,000) square feet in area
and having a lot width of not less than one hundred fifty (150) feet. Every two-family
dwelling hereafter erected in the R-2, Residential District, shall be located on a lot or
premises not less than one (1) acre in area and having a lot width of not less than one
hundred fifty (150) feet.

Section 5.20 MINIMUM YARD REQUIREMENTS

A. Front Yards
The front line of every building hereafter erected shall be located not less than fifty
(50) feet from the right-of-way line. All lots shall have frontage on a public or private
road.

B. Side Yards

1. Dwellings - Every dwelling hereafter erected shall have side yards on each side
not less than twenty-five (25) feet in width.
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2. Principal Buildings Other Than Dwellings - Every principal building other than a
dwelling hereafter erected shall have side yards on each side not less than ten
(10) feet in width, provided that where a building exceeds sixteen (16) feet in
height at the eave line the width of the side yards shall be increased one (1) foot
for each one (1) foot in excess thereof up to a maximum of twenty-four (24) feet.

C. Rear Yards

The rear line of every building hereafter erected shall be located not closer than
thirty-five (35) feet to the rear property line.

Section 5.25 MINIMUM FLOOR AREA: DWELLINGS

Every one-family dwelling hereafter erected shall contain not less than nine hundred
(900) square feet of floor area, outside measurement, exclusive of garages,
breezeways, porches and basements. Every two-family dwelling hereafter erected shall
contain not less than one thousand eight hundred (1,800) square feet floor area outside
measurement, exclusive of garages, porches, and basements. (eff. August 7, 1975)

In the case of two-story dwellings, single-family dwelling units shall have a minimum
floor area of seven hundred and fifty (750) square feet on the ground floor, and two
hundred and fifty (250) square feet on the second floor. Attached two-family structures
shall have a minimum floor area of one thousand five hundred (1,500) square feet on
the ground floor, and five hundred (500) square feet on the second floor.

Section 5.30 MAXIMUM BUILDING HEIGHT

No building shall be constructed to a height greater than thirty-five (35) feet.
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ARTICLE SIX - MOBILE HOME PARK DISTRICTS, RMH
(eff. June 5, 1975)

The following provisions shall apply in all Mobile Home Park Districts, RMH:

Section 6.05 PURPOSE (eff. June 5, 1975)

The intent of the Mobile Home Park Districts is to encourage suitable environments for
persons and families that by preference choose to live in a mobile home rather than a
conventional single-family structure. In keeping with the occupancy characteristics of
contemporary mobile homes, this Article establishes low density standards and
permitted uses that reflect the needs of residents of the district.

Section 6.10 PROPERTY USES (eff. June 5, 1975)

Except as provided in Section 1.15, the use of all land and premises, and the erection
and use of all buildings or structures shall hereafter be limited to the following:

A. Primary Uses

1. Mobile Home Parks, subject to the requirements as established and regulated by
Act 96 of the Public Acts of 1987, as amended.

2. Accessory uses and buildings customarily incidental to the above Primary Uses.
B. Uses by Special Approval, as provided by Section 11.25

1. Nursery schools, day nurseries, child care centers (not including dormitories).

2. Golf courses.
Section 6.15 SITE PLAN REVIEW (eff. June 5, 1975)
For all uses permitted in an RMH, Mobile Home Park District, a site plan shall be

submitted to the Zoning Board for review and approval in accordance with the
requirements of Section 11.35.
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ARTICLE SEVEN - MULTIPLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT, RM-1
Section 7.05 PURPOSE

This district is intended to permit a high density of population and a high intensity of land
use in those areas which are served by a central sanitary sewage system and which
abut or are adjacent to such other uses, amenities, and facilities which support,
complement or serve such a density and intensity.

Section 7.10 PROPERTY USES

Except as provided by Section 1.15 the use of all land and premises, and the erection of
and use of all buildings and structures shall hereinafter be limited to the following:

A. Primary Uses

1. Multiple-family dwellings.

2. Two-family dwellings.

3. Churches and their customary auxiliary buildings and uses.

4. Public/parochial schools, museums, public buildings, libraries, etc.

5. Accessory buildings and uses as defined herein.

6. Service facilities as defined herein but not including overhead transmission
towers, storage yards, warehouses, or substations provided however that
overhead transmission towers and substations both outdoor and enclosed
may be permitted, if approved by the Township Board after public hearing
thereon.

7. State-licensed residential facilities as defined in Section 15.135.

8. Uses and structures similar in nature to the above permitted uses and structures.

B. Uses by Special Approval, as provided by Section 11.25:

1. Planned-unit residential dwellings.

2. Detached single-family dwellings.

3. Convalescent or nursing homes, hospitals, sanitariums and orphanages.

4. Bed and breakfast.
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5. Family or group day care home or child care center.
Section 7.15 LOT REQUIREMENTS

A. Lot Area and Lot Width.

1. The minimum lot or land area in an RM-1 District for multiple-family dwellings
shall be one-half (¥2) acre for the first three (3) units, and five thousand (5,000)
square feet for each additional unit. The minimum lot or land area for detached
single-family dwellings in an RM-1 District shall be one-quarter (1/4) acre, one--
third (1/3) acre for duplexes, and one-half (*2) acre for all other uses.

2. The minimum lot width of any lot or land area in the RM-1 District shall be one
hundred (100) feet.

B. Yards.

1. Front Yards: Every lot except corner lots shall have a front yard of not less than
forty (40) feet in depth, provided however that corner lots shall have yards of not
less than forty (40) feet on both street sides.

2. Side Yards: Side yards shall be provided as follows:

a. Dwellings - Every dwelling hereafter erected shall have side yards on each
side not less than ten (10) feet in width.

b. Principal buildings other than dwellings - Every principal building other
than a dwelling hereafter erected shall have side yards on each side not
less than ten (10) feet in width, provided that where a building exceeds
sixteen (16) feet in height at the eave line the width of the side yards shall
be increased one (1) foot for each one (1) foot in excess thereof up to a
maximum of twenty-four (24) feet.

3. Rear Yards: A rear yard of not less than thirty (30) feet shall be provided.

C. Maximum Coverage of Lot.

The combined area occupied by all buildings, structures and accessory buildings
shall not exceed thirty-five (35%) percent of the area of the lot.
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. Minimum Usable Floor Area.

The following minimum useable floor area of dwelling units shall be provided
for multiple-family dwellings:

2 bedrooms or less 900 square feet

3 bedrooms 1,100 square feet
4 bedrooms 1,100 square feet
5 bedrooms 1,200 square feet

. Minimum Unobstructed Open Space.

A minimum area of open recreation space of three hundred (300) square feet per
family shall be provided on each lot.

. Height Restriction.

No building or structure, or part thereof, shall be erected or altered to a height
exceeding 2 % stories or thirty-five (35) feet.

. Distance Between Grouped Buildings.

In addition to the required setback lines provided elsewhere in this ordinance, in
group dwellings (including semi- detached and multiple dwellings) the following
minimum distances shall be required between each of said dwelling:

1.

Where buildings are front-to-front or front-to-rear, three (3) times the height of the
taller building, but not less than seventy (70) feet.

Where buildings are side-to-side, one (1) times the height of the taller building
but not less than thirty (30) feet.

Where buildings are front-to-side, rear-to-side, or rear-to-rear, two (2) times the
height of the taller building but not less than forty-five (45) feet.

. Signs.

1.

One (1) only non-illuminated sign will be permitted. Such sign shall not be larger
in area than two hundred eighty-eight (288) square inches, indicating thereon the
name of the proprietor and the nature of the home occupation conducted therein.
Public charitable or religious institutions may have an announcement sign or
bulletin board, not larger than twelve (12) square feet in area, placed not closer
to the street property lines than twenty (20) feet.
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2. No billboard, ground sign, advertising sign or signboard except as above shall be
permitted in this District.
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ARTICLE EIGHT — LOCAL COMMERCIAL DISTRICT, C-1

Section 8.05 PURPOSE

The local commercial district is intended to encompass the retail, service, and
administrative establishments that form the local business district, and which provide
retail convenience and comparison goods and personal and professional services for a
neighborhood commercial area.

Section 8.10 PROPERTY USES

The use of all land and premises, and the erection and use of all buildings and
structures hereafter be limited to the following:

A. Primary Uses

1.

9.

Retail stores and shops offering chiefly new merchandise, but not excluding
antique shops.

. Personal service shops, such as beauty parlors, barber shops, dressmaking,

tailoring, shoe repair, pressing and the like.

Business and professional offices. Banks. Studios.

Radio and TV repair shops. Photo shops. Plumbing shops.

Eating and drinking establishments but not including drive-ins for food or drink.
Funeral homes.

Public buildings. Private assembly halls. Clubs.

Accessory buildings, structures and uses' customarily incidental to any primary or
approved uses which do not alter the primary character of the district.

Uses and structures similar in nature to the above permitted uses and structures.

B. Uses by Special Approval as provided by Section 11.25:

1.

2.

Self-service laundries. Dry-cleaning establishments.

Indoor recreation establishments for bowling, tennis, handball, swimming pools,
gymnasiums, and health clubs.

Drive-in food, drink and other drive-in establishments.
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4. Veterinary services and hospitals, including kennels.
5. Commercial parking lots.
6. Wholesale commercial establishments.
7. Indoor sale of farm supplies: fertilizer, feed and other facilities.
8. Dance halls, nightclubs, and similar establishments.
9. Car washes.

Section 8.15 MINIMUM YARD REQUIREMENTS

A. Front Yards
The front line of every building hereafter erected shall be located not less than fifty
(50) feet from the right-of-way line. All lots shall have frontage on a public or private
road.

B. Side Yards
Every building hereafter erected shall provide side yards on each side not less than
twenty-five (25) feet in width provided, that if side walls are of solid masonry
construction without openings, no side yard shall be required, provided further, that if
the premises abut premises zoned for or occupied by an exiting dwelling, the
abutting side yard shall be not less than twelve (12 feet) in width.

C. Rear Yards
Every building hereafter erected shall be provided with a rear yard not less than
twelve (12) feet in depth, which shall be maintained open and accessible at all times
for firefighting facilities.

Section 8.20 MAXIMUM BUILDING HEIGHT

No building shall be constructed to a height greater than thirty-five (35) feet.
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ARTICLE NINE - GENERAL COMMERCIAL DISTRICT (C-2)

Section 9.05 PURPOSE

The general commercial district is intended to encourage planned and integrated
groupings of retail, service, and administrative establishments which will retail
convenience and comparison goods and provide personal and professional services for
the entire area and to accommodate commercial establishments which cannot be
practically provided in a neighborhood commercial area.

Section 9.10 PROPERTY USES

The use of all land and premises, and the erection and use of all buildings and
structures hereafter shall be limited to the following:

A. Primary Uses

1.

2.

8.

9.

Any use permitted in the Local Commercial District.
Business schools, including dance schools, music schools, and art schools.
Indoor retail sales establishments.

Indoor commercial amusement and recreation services, including theaters,
bowling alleys, and roller and ice-skating rinks.

Eating and drinking establishments, but not including drive-in types.

Clubs and lodges.

. Funeral homes.

Printing establishments.

Accessory uses or structures.

10. Essential services and structures of a non-industrial character.

B. Uses by Special Approval

1.

2.

Automobile service stations.

Hotels or motels.

26



3. Small animal clinics.
4. Drive-in business services.
5. Churches and other buildings for religious worship.
6. Government- or community-owned buildings, but not including schools.
7. Public Warehouses or Self Service Storage Facilities.
8. Communication Tower.
9. Commercial Open Recreational Vehicle Storage.
10. Marina.
11. Sales, rental, and service of motor vehicles, trailers, and boats.
12. Automobile repair garages.
13. Drive-in theaters.
14. Ambulance Service.
Section 9.15 MINIMUMUM YARD REQUIRMENTS
A. Front Yards
The front line of every building hereafter erected shall be located not less than fifty
(50) feet from the right-of-way line. All lots shall have frontage on a public or private
road.
B. Side Yards
Every building hereafter erected shall provide side yards on each side not less than
twenty-five (25) feet in width provided, that if side walls are of solid masonry
construction without openings, no side yard shall be required, provided further, that if

the premises abut premises zoned for or occupied by an exiting dwelling, the
abutting side yard shall be not less than twelve (12 feet) in width.

27



C. Rear Yards
Every building hereafter erected shall be provided with a rear yard not less than
twelve (12) feet in depth, which shall be maintained open and accessible at all times
for firefighting facilities.

D. Maximum Building Height

No building shall be constructed to a height greater than thirty-five (35)
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ARTICLE TEN - INDUSTRIAL DISTRICTS, |

Section 10.05 PURPOSE (eff. October 1, 1975)

The intent of this district is to permit certain industries which are of a light manufacturing
character to locate in planned areas of the Township. So that such uses may be
integrated with nearby land uses, limitations are placed upon the degree of noise,
smoke, glare, waste and other features of industrial operations so as to avoid adverse
effects. Certain commercial uses which are desirable to service the employees and
visitors of the district are permitted.

Section 10.10 PROPERTY USES (eff, October 2, 1975)

Except as provided by Section 1.15, the use of all land and premises, and the erection
and use of all buildings or structures shall hereafter be limited to the following:

A. Primary Uses

Any of the following uses when the manufacturing compounding or processing is
conducted entirely within a completely enclosed building. That portion of the land
used for storage facilities for materials or equipment used in the manufacturing,
Compounding, final product storage or processing shall be totally obscured by a six
(6) foot wall and/or barrier of suitable material on those sides abutting any residential
district.

1.

2.

Wholesale and Warehousing: The sale at wholesale or warehousing of
automotive equipment; dry goods and apparel; groceries and related products;
raw farm products except livestock; electrical goods; hardware, plumbing,
heating equipment and supplies; machinery and equipment; petroleum bulk
stations and terminals; tobacco and tobacco products; beer, wine and distilled
alcoholic beverages; paper and paper products; furniture and home
furnishings, and any commodity the manufacture of which is permitted in this
district; truck terminals.

Industrial Establishments:

a. The assembly, fabrication, manufacture, packaging or treatment of such
products as food products (excluding butchering, animal slaughtering), candy,
drugs, cosmetics and toiletries, musical instruments, optical goods, toys,
novelties, electrical instruments and appliances; radio and phonographs,
pottery and figurines or other ceramic products using only previously
pulverized clay.

b. The assembly, fabrication, manufacture or treatment of such products
from the following previously prepared materials; bone, canvas, cellophane,
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cloth, cork, felt, fiber, glass, horn, leather, paper, plastics, precious or semi-
precious metals or stones, sheet metal (excluding large stampings such as
automobile fenders or bodies), shell, textiles, wax, wire, wood (excluding saw
and planning mills) and yarns.

c. Tool and die shops; metal working machine shops involving the use of
grinding or cutting tool; manufacturing of tools, dies, jigs, and fixtures;
publishing, printing, or forming of box, carton, and cardboard products.

d. Laboratories - research or testing.

3. Public Utility Uses: Electric transformer station and substation; electric
transmission towers; municipal buildings and uses; gas regulator and municipal
utility pumping stations.

4. Retail and Service Establishments:

a. Eating and drinking establishments when food or beverage is consumed
within a completely enclosed building. Establishments with a character of a
drive-in or open front store are prohibited.

b. Truck tractor and trailer sales, rental and repair.
c. Veterinary services and hospitals, including kennels.
d. Automobile service stations.

5. Accessory buildings, structures and uses customarily incidental to any primary or
approved uses which do not alter the primary character of the district.

6. Uses and structures similar in nature to the above permitted uses and structures.
B. Uses by Special Approval, as provided by Section 11.25:
1. Junk yards, with the following conditions:

a. There shall be maintained a solid, unpierced approved fence or wall at
least seven (7) feet in height, and not less than the height of the materials on
the lot on which the junk yard shall be operated, shall be erected and
maintained in good repair on said lot no closer to the lot lines than the yard
requirements for buildings permitted in this district. All gates, doors, and
access ways through said fence or wall shall be of solid, unpierced material.
In no event shall any materials included in this Ordinance's definition of "junk
yard" be located on the lot on which a junk yard shall be operated in the area
between the lines of said lot and solid, unpierced fence or wall located on said
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5.

6.

lot.

b. All traffic ingress or egress shall be on major streets as defined by P.A. 51
of 1951 (as amended) and there shall be not more than one (1) entrance way
to the lot on which a junk yard shall be operated from each public road on
which said lot abuts.

c. All roads, driveways, parking lots, and loading and unloading areas within
any yard of a junk yard shall be paved, watered, or chemically treated so as
to limit adjoining lots and public roads and nuisance caused by wind-borne
dust.
The excavation, mining, stock-piling or removal of sand and/or gravel deposits
subject to the issuance of a permit by the Township Board and upon compliance
with the conditions upon which the permit provided for hereunder is issued.

Processing plants in connection with the washing, grading, or other similar
processing excavated materials.

Stock piles of sand/or gravel as the produce of an excavation operation.
Sleeping quarters of a watchman or caretaker as an accessory use.

Communication towers.

Section 10.15 INDUSTRIAL PERFORMANCE STANDARDS

All uses in the Industrial District shall meet the Industrial Performance Standards of
Section 11.40.

Section 10.20 MINIMUM LOT AREA (eff. October 2, 1975)

Every building or structure hereafter erected in the I, Industrial District shall be located
on a lot or premises not less than one (1) acre in area and having a lot width of not less
than 150 feet

Section 10.25 MINIMUM YARD REQUIREMENTS (eff. October 2, 1975)

A. Front Yards

The front line of every building or structure hereafter erected in the 1, Industrial
Districts, shall be located not less than fifty (50) feet from the right-of-way line.

B. Side Yards
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Every building or structure hereafter erected in the I, Industrial Districts, shall have
side yards on each side not less than twenty-five (25) feet in width, provided that
where a building exceeds sixteen (16) feet in height at the eave line, the width of the
side yards shall be increased one (1) foot in excess thereof, to a maximum height of
twenty-four (24) feet.

C. Rear Yards
Every building or structure hereafter erected shall be provided with a rear yard of not
less than fifty (50) feet which shall be maintained open and accessible at all times for
fire fighting facilities.

Section 10.30 MAXIMUM BUILDING HEIGHT

No building shall be constructed to a height greater than fifty (50) feet.

32



ARTICLE ELEVEN - SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS
Section 11.05 SUPPLEMENTARY LAND & YARD REQUIREMENTS
A. Lots of Record

Every building hereafter erected shall be located on a lot or-parcel of land, the
description of the boundaries of which is on record at the office of the County
Register of Deeds, or, in case of a land contract, a description shall be on file with,
and satisfactory to, the Zoning Administrator as adequate for identifying the location
of the premises.

B. Lot Limitations

Except in site condominium developments, no more than one (1) dwelling shall be
erected on any lot, and in conforming to land and yard requirements, no area shall
be counted as accessory to more than one (1) dwelling.

C. Substandard Lots

If the width of any lot permitted for use as a dwelling is less than the required
minimum, the width may be reduced no more than thirty-three and one-third (33 1/3)
percent but shall be not less than one hundred (100) feet in frontage in any instance,
except upon approval of the Zoning Board of Appeals.

D. Use of Yard Space

No yard encompassing a dwelling shall hereafter be used for the open-air storage,
wrecking, parking, dismantling, otherwise of disused, discarded, or dismantled
vehicles, machinery, apparatus, implements, furniture, appliances, junk or similar
property. The provisions of Section 1.20 shall not apply in enforcement of this
requirement.

E. Grading
No premises shall be so filled or graded as to discharge surface runoff on abutting

premises in such manner as to cause ponding or surface accumulation of such
runoff thereon.
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F. Road and Highway Intersections

No structure, trees, shrubs or other plant material exceeding three (3) feet in height,
except open fences through which there shall be clear vision, shall be erected,
planted or maintained less than twenty-five (25) feet from the intersection of the
right-of-way lines of any intersecting streets, roads or highways.

Section 11.10 NONCONFORMING USES
A Discontinuance (eff. July 5, 1973)

Any nonconforming use of land, building or structure which is discontinued through
vacancy, lack of operation or otherwise for a period of more than six months shall be
presumed to be abandonment of the nonconforming use, in the absence of clear and
convincing evidence to the contrary, following which any further use thereof shall
conform to this ordinance.

B Change

No nonconforming use shall be changed to other than a conforming use, nor shall
any conforming use be reverted to a former nonconforming use after the use has
been changed to a conforming use.

C Extension

Extension of a nonconforming use throughout a building or into a parcel of land
incompletely occupied by such nonconforming use may be granted by the Zoning
Board of Appeals when in accord with the provisions of Section 1.15, however, such
expansion will be limited to property owned and of record at the time this Ordinance
is adopted.

Section 11.15 NONCONFORMING BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES
A Alterations (eff. July 5, 1973)

Where a lawful building or structure exists at the effective date of the adoption of this
Ordinance that could not be built under the terms of this Ordinance by reason of
restrictions on area, lot coverage, height, yards, location on the lot, or other
requirements concerning the structure, such building or structure may be continued
so long as it remains otherwise lawful, subject to the following provisions:

1. No such nonconforming building or structure may be enlarged or altered in a way

which increases its nonconformity, unless otherwise specified by the Board of
Appeals.
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2. Should such nonconforming building or structure or nonconforming portion of
such building or structure be destroyed by any means to an extent of more than
one hundred (100) percent of the State Equalized valuation at the time of
destruction, it shall not be reconstructed except in conformity with the provisions
of this Ordinance.

3. Should such building or structure be moved for any reason whatever, it shall
thereafter conform to the regulations for the district in which it is relocated.

B Repairs and Maintenance (eff. July 5, 1973)

1. On any nonconforming building or structure or portion of a building or structure
containing a nonconforming use, including but not limited to nonconforming walls,
fixtures, wiring, or plumbing, ordinary repairs may be made, provided that no
such repair shall result in substantial change or enlargement of the
nonconforming use.

2. If a nonconforming building or structure or portion of a building or structure
containing a nonconforming use becomes physically unsafe or unlawful due to
lack of repairs and maintenance, and is declared by the Building Inspector to be
unsafe or unlawful by reason of physical conditions, it shall not thereafter be
restored, repaired, or rebuilt except in conformity with this Ordinance.

3. Nothing in this Ordinance shall be deemed to prevent the strengthening,
repairing or restoring to a safe condition of any building or part thereof declared
to be unsafe by the Building Inspector.

Section 11.20 WATER SUPPLIES AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL

Every building or structure hereafter erected or moved on any premises and used in
whole or in part for human occupancy or frequency shall be provided with a safe and
sanitary water supply, and a method or system of sewage and waste disposal erected
and maintained in accordance with the standards of material and installation
recommended by the Lenawee County Health Department. Where soil conditions are
inadequate to serve a safe septic tank system of sewage disposal, a special means
shall be provided to safeguard health conditions. No Certificate of Approval for the
erection and use of any buildings or structure intended or used for human occupancy
shall be issued except upon written approval of the water supply system and sewage
disposal system by the County Health Department, which approval shall be filed with
the application for such Certificate. (Amended December 1, 1977).
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Section 11.25 USES BY SPECIAL APPROVAL

A.

General Requirements

Uses by special approval, where provided, shall be subject to the provisions of the
zoning district wherein located in addition to the provisions of this section, to prevent
conflict with or impairment of the primary uses thereof. Each such use shall be
considered as an individual case.

Authority to Grant Permits

Subsequent to Planning Commission review and recommendation, the Rome
Township Board, as hereinafter provided, shall have the authority to grant uses by
special approval, subject to such conditions of design, operation, and safeguards as
the Township Board and the Township Planning Commission may determine for all
uses by special approval specified in the various district provisions of this Ordinance.

Application and Fee

Application for any use by special approval permissible under the provisions of this
Ordinance shall be made to the Planning Commission through the Rome Township
Clerk by filing an official use by special approval application form; submitting a site
plan in accordance with Section 11.35 and depositing the required fee as
established by resolution of the Rome Township Board, except that no fee shall be
required of any governmental body or agency. No part of such fee shall be
returnable to the applicant.

Public Hearing

The Planning Commission shall hold a public hearing upon any application for a use
by special approval in accordance with Section 12.15 of this ordinance.

. Approval of Use by Special Approval

Upon review of the application and site plan in accordance with the standards
established in Section 11.35, holding of public hearing in accordance with Section
12.15, and review of the requirements of other provisions of this Ordinance as they
apply to the proposed use by special approval, the Planning Commission shall
recommend approval, approval subject to conditions, or denial of the use by special
approval permit within thirty (30) days following the public hearing. This time limit
may be extended beyond the 30 day limit by the Planning Commission with good
cause. At their next regularly scheduled meeting, or at a special meeting called
before their next regularly scheduled meeting, the Township Board shall approve,
approve with conditions, or deny, the application for use by special approval.

36



Upon approval of the use by special approval permit, a copy of the approved site
plan shall be forwarded to the applicant, Clerk, Zoning Administrator, and Planning
Commission along with full documentation regarding the findings of the review and
approval or denial. In accordance with P.A. 110 of 2006, a statement of findings
shall accompany the recommendation of the Planning Commission. The Zoning
Administrator shall not issue a certificate of approval until he has received a copy of
the approved site plan.

F. Voiding of Special Land Use Permit
Any use by special approval permit granted under this Ordinance shall become null
and void and fees forfeited unless construction and/or use is commenced within two
hundred ten (210) days and completed within five hundred seventy-five (575) days
of the date of issuance. This period may be extended with the approval of the
Planning Commission if extenuating circumstances exist that prevent compliance
with the time table.
A violation of a requirement, condition, or safeguard shall be considered a violation
of this Ordinance and grounds for the Planning Commission to terminate and cancel
such use by special approval permit.

G. Specific Requirements

1. Written application addressed to the Planning Commission shall be made
through the office of the Zoning Administrator, and shall include the following:

a. Name of applicant and owner of premises.
b. Legally recorded description of premises.

c. Description of proposed use, including parking facilities, if required, and
any exceptional traffic situation that the use may occasion.

d. Sketch drawn to approximate scale showing size of building or structure
and location on premises.

e. Sewage and waste disposal and water supply facilities existent or
proposed for installation.

f. Use of premises on all adjacent properties.

g. A statement by applicant appraising the effect of the proposed use on
adjacent properties and the general development of the neighborhood.

2. The Board shall hold a public hearing upon the application. In reaching its
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determination, the Board shall consider the following, among other things: (eff.
October 2, 1975)

a. Whether the sewage disposal facilities and water supply will be safe and
adequate.

b. Whether the location, use, and the nature of the operation will be in
conflict with the primary permitted uses of the district or neighborhood.

c. Whether the use will be more objectionable to adjacent and nearby
properties than the operation of the primary uses of the district by reason of
traffic, noise, vibration, dust, fumes, smoke, odor, fire hazard, glare, flashing
lights, or disposal of waste or sewage.

d. Whether the use will discourage or hinder the appropriate development
and use of adjacent premises and neighborhood.

e. Whether the use will create a major traffic problem or hazard.
f.  Whether the use is compatible with adjacent uses of land.

g. Whether the use is consistent with, and promotes the intent and purpose
of this ordinance.

h. Whether the use is compatible with the natural environment.

i. Whether the use is consistent with the capacities of public services and
facilities affected by the proposed use.

J.  Whether the use protects the health, safety and welfare. (Eff. June 7, 1979)
Section 11.30 ESSENTIAL SERVICES

Essential services as hereinafter defined shall be permitted as authorized and regulated
by law, it being the intention to exempt such services from the application of this
Ordinance.

Section 11.35 SITE PLAN REVIEW (eff. October 2, 1975)

It is recognized by this Ordinance that there is a value to the public in establishing safe
and convenient traffic movement to higher density sites, both within the site and in
relation to access streets; that there is value in encouraging a harmonious relationship
of buildings and uses both within a site and in relation to adjacent uses; further that
there are benefits to the public in conserving natural resources. Toward this end, this
Ordinance requires site plan review by the Planning Commission for certain buildings
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and structures that can be expected to have a significant impact on natural resources,
traffic patterns, and on adjacent land usage.

A. Buildings, Structures and Uses Requiring Site Plan
The Zoning Administrator shall not issue a certificate of approval for the construction
of the buildings and structures identified in this section unless a site plan has been
reviewed and approved by the Planning Commission and such approval is in effect.
A site plan shall be required for the following buildings, structures and uses:
1. Any use for special approval including a PUD.
2. Any development in the Commercial or Industrial districts.

3. A multiple family building containing three (3) or more dwelling units.

4. More than one multiple family building on a lot, parcel, or tract of land, or on a
combination of lots under one ownership.

5. A mobile home park in accordance with the Mobile Home Commission Act.
6. An office building in any residential district.
7. Any gasoline service station abutting a residential district.

An intensive animal feeding operation in accordance with Generally Accepted
Agricultural Management Practices.

8. Any site condominium development or subdivision plat.
B. Application and Fee for Site Plan Review

Any person may file a request for a site plan review by the Planning Commission by
filing with the Clerk the completed application upon the forms furnished by the Clerk
and payment of a fee established by resolution of Rome Township Board. As an
integral part of said application, the applicant shall file seven (7) copies of the site
plan along with any supporting data and exhibits.

C. Planning Commission Review of Site Plan

Upon receipt of such application from the Clerk, the Planning Commission shall
undertake a study of the same and shall approve, approve with conditions, or
disapprove such site plan, advising the applicant in writing via site plan certificate of
its findings, including any changes or modifications in the proposed site plan as are
needed to achieve conformity to the standards specified in this Ordinance.
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D. Required Data for Site Plan

Every site plan submitted to the Planning Commission shall be in accordance with
the following requirements:

1. Every site plan submitted shall be drawn to a readable scale and shall include
the following:

a The name of the applicant, scale used, a north arrow, the date prepared,
and the name and address of the preparer if other than the applicant;

b All property boundaries and dimensions thereof; the location and use of all
existing and proposed structures;

c. The location of all existing and proposed streets, parking lots, driveways,
utilities and other improvements to be constructed or used as a part of the
project;

d. The current zoning classifications on the subject property and all adjacent
property.

2. Site plans submitted for the following uses shall be subject to the requirements of
subsection 11.35 (D)(3).

a. The following special land uses:

Quarries

Travel trailer parks

Mobile home parks

Automobile service stations
Hotels or motels

Drive-in businesses

Automobile repair garages
Intensive animal feeding operation
Planned Unit Development

©CoNokrwhE

b. A multiple family building containing three (3) or more dwelling units.

c. More than one multiple family building on a lot, parcel, or tract of land, or
on a combination of lots under one ownership.

d. An office in any residential district.
e. Any gasoline service station abutting a residential district.
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f. Any development in the Commercial or Industrial districts.

3. Site plans submitted for the uses prescribed in Subsection 11.35 (D)(3) shall be
submitted in accordance with the following requirements:

a. The site plan shall be of a scale not to be greater than one (1) inch equals
twenty(20) feet nor less than one (1) inch equals two hundred (200) feet, and
of such accuracy that the Zoning Board can readily interpret the site plan, and
shall include more than one drawing where required for clarity.

b. The property shall be identified by lot lines and location, including
dimensions, angles, and size, and correlated with the legal description of said
property. Such plan shall further include the name and address of the
property owner, developer, and designer.

c. The site plan shall show the scale; north point; boundary dimensions;
topography (at least two foot contour intervals): and natural features, such
as, woods, lots, streams, rivers, lakes, drains, and similar features.

d. The site plan shall show existing man-made features, such as buildings;
structures; high tension towers; pipe lines; and existing utilities, such as,
water and sewer lines, excavations, bridges, culverts, drains, and easements,
and shall identify adjacent properties and their existing uses.

e. The site plan shall show the location, proposed finished floor and grade
line elevations, size of proposed principal and accessory buildings, their
relation one to another and to any existing structure on the site, the height of
all buildings, and square footage of floor space. Site plans for residential
development shall include a density schedule showing the number of dwelling
units per net acres, including a dwelling schedule showing the unit type and
number of each unit type.

f. The site plan shall show the proposed streets, driveways, sidewalks, and
other vehicular and pedestrian circulation features within and adjacent to the
site; also, the location, size and number of parking spaces in the off-street
parking area, and the identification of service lanes and service parking.

g. The site plan shall show the proposed location, use, and size of open
spaces; and the location of any landscaping, fences, or walls on the site. Any
proposed alterations to the topography and other natural features shall be
indicated. The site plan shall further show any proposed location of
connections to existing utilities and proposed extensions thereof.

h. All elevations shown on site plans shall be referenced to the U.S.G.S. datum.
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4. All drawings and specifications for site improvements, and revisions thereto, shall
be signed by a licensed professional engineer or architect and "as-built" drawings
must also be signed by such an individual.

E. Standards for Site Plan Review

In reviewing the site plan, the Planning Commission shall ascertain whether the
proposed site plan is consistent with all regulations of this Ordinance and state and
federal statutes. Further, in consideration of such site plan, the Planning
Commission shall find that provisions of this Ordinance, as well as the provisions of
the zoning district in which said buildings, structures, and uses as indicated in the
proposed site plan have been satisfactorily met by the applicant. Decisions
rejecting, approving, or conditionally approving a site plan shall be based upon
requirements and standards contained in the zoning ordinance. A site plan shall be
approved if it contains the required information and is in compliance with the zoning
ordinance, the conditions imposed pursuant to the ordinance, other applicable
ordinances, and state and federal statutes. In addition, each of the following
standards shall apply:

1. The use shall be designed, constructed, operated and maintained in a manner
harmonious with the character of adjacent property and the surrounding area.

2. The use shall not inappropriately change the essential character of the
surrounding area.

3. The use shall not interfere with the general enjoyment of adjacent property.

4. The use shall represent an improvement to the use or character of the property
under consideration and the surrounding area in general, yet also be in keeping
with the natural environment of the site.

5. The use shall not be hazardous to adjacent property, or involve uses, activities,
materials or equipment which will be detrimental to the health, safety, or welfare
of persons or property through the excessive production of traffic, noise, smoke,
odor, fumes, glare, or dust.

6. The use shall be adequately served by essential public facilities and services, or
it shall be demonstrated that the person responsible for the proposed use shall
be able to continually provide adequately for the services and facilities deemed
essential to the use under consideration.

7. The use shall not place demands on public services and facilities in excess of
current capacity.
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8. The use shall be consistent with the intent and purpose of this Ordinance.
F. Approval of Site Plan

Upon the Zoning Board approval of a site plan, the applicant shall file with the Clerk
four (4) copies thereof. The Clerk shall, within ten (10) days, transmit to the Zoning
Administrator one (1) copy with the Clerk's certificate affixed thereto, certifying that
said approved site plan conforms to the provisions of this Ordinance as determined.
If the site plan is disapproved by the Zoning Board, notification of such disapproval
shall be given to the applicant within ten (10) days after such action. The Zoning
Administrator shall not issue a certificate of approval and building permit until he has
received a certified approved site plan. The site plan, as approved, shall become
part of the record of approval, and subsequent actions relating to the activity
authorized shall be consistent with the approved site plan, unless a revision is
approved and completed in compliance with this Ordinance.

G. Expiration of Site Plan Certificate

The site plan certificate shall expire, and be of no effect, three hundred sixty-five
(365) days after the date of issuance thereof, unless within such time the Zoning
Administrator has issued a certificate of approval for any proposed work authorized
under a said site plan certificate.

H. Amendment, Revision of Site Plan

1. A site plan and site plan certificate, issued thereon, may be amended by the
Zoning Board upon the request of the applicant. Such amendment shall be
made in accordance with provisions set forth in this Ordinance.

2. Site plans amended in order to be brought into compliance with the requirements
of governmental agencies of authority, other than Rome Township, are subject to
the provisions of this Section.

3. The Zoning Board shall have the authority to determine if a proposed change is
substantive and therefore requires an amendment to the approved site plan.

I. Modification During Construction
Any structure, use, or field change added subsequent to the initial site plan approval
must be approved by the Planning Commission. Incidental and minor variations of

the approved site plan with the written approval of the Township Building Inspector
shall not invalidate prior site plan approval.
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J. Phasing of Development

Where phases or staged construction is contemplated for the development of a
project, the site plan submitted must show the inter-relationship of the proposed
project to the future stages, including the following:

1. Relationship and identification of future structures, roadways, drainage, utility
lines, etc.

2. Pedestrian and vehicular circulation.

3. Time schedule for completion of the various phases of the proposed
construction.

4. Temporary facilities or construction of same as required to facilitate the stated
development.

K. Inspection

All sub-grade improvements such as utilities, sub-base and base installations for
drives and parking lots, and similar improvements shall be inspected by the Building
Inspector and approved prior to covering. The Zoning Administrator shall be
responsible for the inspection of all improvements for conformance to the approved
site plan. The applicant shall be responsible for requesting the necessary
inspections. The Zoning Administrator shall notify the Township Board, the Building
Inspector and the Planning Commission in writing, when a development for which a
site plan was approved has passed inspection with respect to the approved site
plan. The Zoning Administrator shall notify the Building Inspector, the Township
Board, and the Planning Commission, in writing, of any development for which a site
plan was approved which does not pass inspection with respect to the approved site
plan, and shall advise the Township Board and Planning Commission of steps taken
to achieve compliance. In such case, the Zoning Administrator shall periodically
notify the Township Board and Planning Commission of progress towards
compliance with the approved site plan, and when compliance is achieved.

L. Performance Guarantees

1. The Township may require that a guarantee in the form of a cash deposit,
certified check, irrevocable bank letter of credit, or surety bond covering the
estimated cost of improvements, be deposited with the Township Clerk. The
guarantee shall be provided after a site plan is approved but prior to issuance of
a certificate of approval for the property involved.

The guarantee shall cover site improvements as shown on the approved site
plan, which will not be completed prior to issuance of a building permit. No
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certificate of occupancy shall be issued for any building constructed within area
shown on the approved site plan until all site improvements have been
completed, inspected and approved by the Township Engineer or other agent or
employee of the Township, authorized to inspect and approve site improvements
for compliance with the approved site plan and with all applicable laws and
ordinances. Site improvements shall mean street and drives, parking lots,
sidewalks, grading, required landscaping, required screens, storm drainage,
exterior lighting and utilities and any other site improvements that may be unique
to the development as determined by the Planning Commission.

2. The applicant shall provide a cost estimate of the improvements to be covered by
the guarantee and such estimate shall be verified as to amount by the Township
Engineer. The form of the guarantee shall be approved by the Township
Attorney.

3. If the applicant shall fail to provide any site improvements according to the
approved plans within the time period specified in the guarantee, the Township
Board shall be entitled to enter upon the site and complete the improvements.
The Township Board may defray the cost thereof from the deposited security or
may require performance by the bonding company.

4. If a cash deposit or irrevocable bank letter of credit is used, rebate to the
applicant shall be made in a reasonable proportion of the work completed to the
entire project as determined by the Township Engineer.

5. The Zoning Administrator may refuse to issue a certificate of approval until
compliance with the approved site plan is achieved, or until adequate security is
deposited as provided herein. Whenever required in a zoning district of this
Ordinance, a site plan must be submitted to the Planning Commission showing
all buildings, parking areas, and landscaping at a scale sufficient to permit study
of all elements of the plan. Typical elevations and floor plans of the building must
also be provided. In addition, the proposed site plan of the development shall
show all adjacent properties, including existing buildings, located within two
hundred (200) feet of the proposed site in the same block. The plans shall meet
the required standards and design and indicate no adverse effects which cause
injury to adjoining property or the Township as a whole. Plans so approved shall
regulate the development on said premises, unless modified in the same manner
as the plans were originally approved. Such review is necessary to secure
proper relationships between parking areas, access drives, abutting public
thoroughfares, landscaping, building, siting, and open space.

M. Statement of Environmental Impact

At the discretion of the Planning Commission, a statement of environmental impact
may be required. This statement shall address itself to the probable impact the
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proposed development would have on the immediate environment and the
community. It shall include data relating to any of the following points as considered
appropriate by the Planning Commission:

1.

2.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Attendance at public schools;

Increases in vehicular traffic;

Changes in the number of legal residents;
Increases in municipal service costs;

Load on public utilities or future demands for them;
Public safety;

Changes in tax revenues;

Changes in surface drainage;

Increased consumption of ground water;

Increased refuse disposal;

Pollution of water or air;

Land erosion or loss of tree cover;

Disturbance to other aspects of the natural ecology;
Blocking of views;

Harmony with the character of surrounding development.

Section 11.40 INDUSTRIAL PERFORMANCE STANDARDS (eff. October 2, 1975)

Any use established or changed to, and any buildings, structure, or tract of land
developed, constructed or used for, any permitted or permissible principal or accessory
use shall comply with all of the performance standards herein set forth for the district
involved.

If any existing use or building or other structure is extended, enlarged, moved,
structurally altered or reconstructed, or any existing use of land is enlarged or moved,
the performance standards for the district involved shall apply with respect to such
extended, enlarged, moved, structurally altered or reconstructed building or other
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structure or portion thereof, and with respect to land use which is enlarged or moved.

Any use established in the I, Industrial Districts, shall not be permitted to carry on any
activity, operation, use of land, building or equipment that produces irritants to the
sensory perceptions greater than the measures herein established which are hereby
determined to be the maximum permissible hazard to humans or human activity.

A.

B.

Hot forgings, steam, or board hammers - not permitted.

Noise - shall be muffled so as not to become objectionable due to intermittence,
beat frequency, or shrillness. Noise as measured at the street or property line
may not exceed eighty (80) decibels with a center frequency of 125 cycles per
second.

Gases, smoke, dust, dirt and fly ash: The emission of gases, smoke, dust, dirt
and fly ash shall in no manner be unclean, destructive, unhealthful, hazardous or
deleterious to the general welfare. Such emission shall be in strict conformance
with all applicable State and County health laws as pertaining to air pollution and
smoke abatement.

Glare and heat: Arc welding, acetylene torch cutting or similar processes causing
glare and heat shall be performed behind solid walls or frosted glass not less
than fifteen (15') feet high as measured from the ground level adjacent to the
structure concerned.

Fire and Safety Hazards: The storage and handling of flammable liquids,
liquefied petroleum gases, and explosives shall comply with all State rules and
regulations, and as established by the Fire Prevention Act, Act 207, Public Acts
of 1941, as amended. Further, all storage tanks of flammable, corrosive or
otherwise hazardous liquid materials above ground shall be located not less
than one hundred and fifty (150) feet from all property lines, and shall be
completely surrounded by earth embankments, dikes, or other types of retaining
walls which will contain the total capacity of all tanks so enclosed.

Vibration: Machines or operations which cause vibration shall be permitted, but
no operation shall cause a displacement exceeding .003 of one (1) inch as
measured at the property line with a frequency of 10 cycles per second.

Section 11.45 SIGNS (eff. October 2, 1975)

All signs erected in any zoning district shall comply with the following regulations:

A. Signs, General

A Dbuilding permit shall be required for the erection, construction or
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alteration of any sign, except as hereinafter provided, and all such signs shall
be approved by the Building Inspector as to their conforming to the
requirements of the zoning district wherein said sign or signs are to be
located and the requirements of this section.

There shall be no flashing, oscillating or intermittent, red, blue or green
illumination on any sign located in the same line of vision as a traffic control
system, nor interference with vision clearance along any highway, street, or
road at any intersection of two or more streets. All illuminated signs shall be
so placed as to prevent the rays and illumination there from being cast upon
neighboring residences within a residential district and shall be located not
less than one hundred (100) feet from such residential district.

No sign, except those placed and maintained by the Township, County or
State shall be located in, overhead or encroach upon any public right-of-way.

Signs advertising real estate for sale, rent or lease are permitted in all
districts when located on the building or land intended to be sold, rented or
leased, provided they are used only during the construction of a building or
buildings or the offering for sale, rent or lease of real estate. Temporary
subdivision signs not exceeding one hundred (100) square feet in area may
be permitted subject to their approval by the Zoning Board for a twelve (12)
month period, subject to renewal, providing such signs conform to the
conditions established by said Zoning Board to secure harmony with this
Ordinance and there are building or home sales continuing in the subdivision
being advertised.

No building permit shall be required for a sign described above, provided
said sign is not larger than sixteen (16) square feet in area.

B. Signs in Agricultural and Residential districts are permitted as follows:

1.

For each dwelling unit, one name plate sign displaying the street name
and number and name of occupant, not exceeding one (1) square foot in
area.

For permitted principal uses other than dwellings and for uses permitted
after special approval, one bulletin or announcement board not exceeding
thirty-two (32) square feet in area. No sign so permitted shall be located
nearer to the front lot line than one-half the required front yard setback nor
nearer the side lot line than the required side yard setback.

No sign shall be illuminated by other than continuous indirect white light,
nor shall contain any visible moving parts.
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A sign not over fifteen (15) square feet in area advertising the sale, rental
or lease of the premises.

C. Signs in Commercial and Industrial districts are permitted as follows:

1.

One on-site sign may be affixed flat against the wall of the building, or may
project there from not more than forty-eight (48) inches. The total sign area
shall not exceed one-half (1/2) square foot for each foot in length or height of
the wall, whichever is greater.

One on-site freestanding identification sign may be erected for a shopping
center or other integrated group of stores or commercial buildings. The area
of said sign shall be based on one (1) square foot for each front foot of
building, or buildings, for which it is established; however, it shall not exceed
two hundred (200) square feet in area, nor be closer to the front, side, or rear
property line, than one-half the distance of the required building setback.
Freestanding signs are required to conform to the height maximum of the
zoning district in which they are located.

One on-site freestanding identification sign may be erected for each
separate enterprise situated on an individual lot not located within a shopping
center. Such sign shall not exceed eighty (80) square feet in area, nor be
closer to the front, side, or rear property line, than one-half the distance of the
required building setback. Freestanding signs are required to conform to the
height maximum of the zoning district in which they are located.

D. Off-Site Signs shall be regulated as follows:

Off-site signs, signs advertising a product for sale or a service to be rendered at a
location other than the premises, shall be permitted in the Industrial District under
the following conditions:

1. Off-site signs are required to conform to yard and height requirements as other

2.

principal structures or buildings in the zone in which they are situated.

Where two (2) or more off-site signs are along the frontage of a single street or
highway, they shall not be less than one thousand (1,000) feet apart. A double
face (back to back) or a V-type structure shall be considered a single sign.

The total surface area, facing in the same direction of any off-site sign, shall not
exceed three hundred (300) square feet in area.

No off-site sign shall be erected on the roof of any building, nor have one sign
above another sign.
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5. Off-site signs may be illuminated by reflected light only, provided the source of
light is not directly visible and is so arranged to reflect away from the adjoining
premises and provided that such illumination shall not be so placed as to cause
confusion or a hazard to traffic or conflict with traffic control signs or lights. No
illumination involving movement by reason of lighting arrangement or other
devices shall be permitted.

E. Signs for Automobile Service Stations shall be regulated as follows:

Notwithstanding other provisions of this Ordinance, one (1) permanently installed
sign shall be permitted on each street frontage, installed so that a clear view of
street traffic by motorists or pedestrians may not be obstructed in any way to a
height of sixteen (16) feet other than necessary supports, and not exceeding twenty-
five (25) square feet in area. A sign or legend may also be placed flat on the main
building or fuel pump canopies.

SECTION 11.50 OUTDOOR STORAGE OF MATERIALS

A. The outdoor storage or parking of operable recreational vehicles such as an
airplane, antiqgue or racing automobile, boat, float, raft, trailer, camping or travel
trailer, motorized home, demountable travel equipment of the type adaptable to light
duty trucks, and other equipment or vehicles of a similar nature, shall be prohibited
for a period greater than seventy-two (72) hours in all districts, except where
expressly permitted by other provisions of this Ordinance, unless the following
minimum conditions are met:

1. All such vehicles or equipment shall be placed behind the front face of the
principal building.

2. Storage or parking shall be limited to a lot or parcel of land upon which is located
an inhabited dwelling unit and the vehicle or equipment is owned by the
occupant.

3. Travel trailers and other vehicles or equipment intended or adaptable for sleeping
purposes shall remain unoccupied and shall not be connected to sanitary sewer
facilities, or have a fixed connection to electricity, water or gas.

B. The location or storage of abandoned, discarded, unused, unusable, or inoperative
vehicles, appliances, furniture, equipment, or material shall be regulated as follows:

1. On any lot in any agricultural district, residential district, or commercial district,

the owner or tenant, but not for hire or for business, shall locate and store such
materials within a completely enclosed building.
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Section 15.135 STATE LICENSED RESIDENTIAL FACILITY

A structure constructed for residential purposes that is licensed by the state under the
Adult Foster Care Facility Licensing Act, as amended, 1979 PA 218, MCL 400.701 et.
seq. or Child Care Organizations, as amended, 1973 PA 116, MCL 722.111 et. seq. and
provides residential services for 6 or fewer persons under 24-hour supervision or care.
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ARTICLE SIXTEEN - AMENDMENTS

Amendments or supplements to this Ordinance may be adopted from time to time in the
same manner as provided by the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act for the enactment of the
original Ordinance.

Section 16.05 PROCEDURES

A.

Initiation

Proposals for amendment of supplements may originate with the Township Board,
the Planning Commission or by application after payment of a fee set by ordinance
by the Rome Township Board.

Action of the Planning Commission

All amendments or supplements shall be referred to the Planning Commission for
study, recommendation and such action as provided by the Michigan Zoning
Enabling Act. A public hearing shall be held in accordance with Section 12.15 of this
ordinance. Only the Township Board shall have the power to amend or supplement
any provisions of this Ordinance.

Publication

It shall be necessary to publish only the section or sections to be amended in or
added to the Zoning Ordinance.

The Provisions of this Ordinance are hereby declared to be necessary for the
welfare, health, peace, safety and morals of the inhabitants of Rome Township, and
shall be in effect on and after September 24, 1996.

Enacted by the Township Board of Rome Township, Lenawee County, Michigan, on
September 24, 1996.
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